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Can it then occasion surprise, that under all these
circumstances, one of the most acute and most for-
\vard of the professed unbelievers7 should appear
to anticipate, as at no great distance, the more com-
plete triumph of his sceptical principles ? and that
another author of distinguished name8, not so openly
professing those infidel opinions, should declare of
the writer above alluded to, whose great abilities
had boon systematically prostituted to the open at-
tack of every principle of Religion, both natural *
and revealed, " that he had always considered him,
both in his lifetime and since his death, as ap-
proaching as nearly to the idea of a perfectly wise
and virtuous man, as perhaps the nature of human
frailty will permit."
Can there then be a doubt, whither tends the
path in which we are travelling, and whither at
length it must conduct us \ If any should hesitate,
let thorn take a lesson from experience. In a neigh-
bouring country, several of the same causes have
boon in action; and they have at length produced
their full effect; manners corrupted, morals de-
praved, dissipation predominant, above all, religion
discredited, and infidelity grown into repute and
fashion9, terminating in the public disavowal of
that «0 far from approving, he must be understood decidedly to
condemn, a hot, a contentious, much more an abusive manner of op-
pofting or of speaking of the assailants of Christianity. The Apostle's
direction in this respect cannot be too much attended to. " The
eorvaiit of the Lord must not strive ; but be gentle unto all men ;
apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose
thom»tilves ; if CJod peradventure will give them repentance to the
acknowledging of the truth." (2 Timothy, cb. ii. ver. 24, 25.)
? Mr. llumo.
* Vide l>r. A. Smith's Letter to W. Strahan, Esq.
o What is hero stated, must be acknowledged by all, be then?
political opinions concerning French, events what they may ,• and it
makes no difference in the writer's view of the subject, whether the
fttate of mor&l» was or was not, qui*e, or nearly, as bad, before the
French revolution.

